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10 Nov 1775 - 10 Nov 2012
237th USMC BIRTHDAY

Happy Birthday, Marines, from Department Commandant John Nanny and all the staff 
officers. Take care of each other and ensure all your detachment members are safe from 
the recent storm. There are many retired Marines and widows in your respective areas so 
please check on them and do whatever you can to assist. God bless each of you and your 
family as we celebrate 237 years of our beloved Corps.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Major General John A. Lejeune’s Birthday Message 
On November 1st, 1921, John A. Lejeune, 13th Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
directed that a reminder of the honorable service of the Corps be published by every 
command, to all Marines throughout the globe, on the birthday of the Corps. Since that 
day, Marines have continued to distinguish themselves on many battlefields and foreign 
shores, in war and peace. On this birthday of the Corps, therefore, in compliance with the 
will of the 13th Commandant, Article 38, United States Marine Corps Manual, Edition of 
1921, is published as follows: 

"(1) On November 10, 1775, a Corps of Marines was created by a resolution of 
the Continental Congress. Since that date many thousands of men have borne that 
name Marine. In memory of them it is fitting that we who are Marines should 
commemorate the Birthday of our Corps by calling to mind the glories of its long 
and illustrious history.

(2) The record of our Corps is one which bear comparison with that of the most 
famous military organizations in the world's history. During 90 of the 146 years of 



its existence the Marine Corps has been in action against the Nation's foes. From 
the Battle of Trenton to the Argonne, Marines have won foremost honors in war 
and in the long eras of tranquility at home, generation after generation of Marines 
have grown gray in war in both hemispheres, and in every corner of the seven 
seas so that our country and its citizens might enjoy peace and security.

(3) In every battle and skirmish since the Birth of the Corps, Marines have 
acquitted themselves with the greatest distinction, winning new honors on each 
occasion until the term "Marine" has come to signify all that is highest in military 
efficiency and soldierly virtue.

(4) This high name of distinction and soldierly repute we who are Marines today 
have received from those who preceded us in the Corps. With it we also received 
from them the eternal spirit which has animated our Corps from generation and 
has long been the distinguishing mark of Marines in every age. So long as that 
spirit continues to flourish Marines will be found equal to every emergency in the 
future as they have been in the past, and the men of our nation will regard us as 
worthy successors to the long line of illustrious men who have served as "Soldiers 
of the Sea" since the founding of the Corps."
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--

A Message From The Commandant of The Marine Corps

As we pause to celebrate the 237th birthday of our Corps, we reflect on the rich legacy of 
service handed down to us, we recommit ourselves to the task at hand, and we look 
forward toward a bright future in our country.

Marines exist to fight and win our Nation’s battles. We are most proud of our well-earned 
reputation for answering the clarion call first. This was never more evident than as the 
epic battle of Guadalcanal 70 years ago. Picked to lead the first allied counter-offensive 
of the Pacific war because they were the “most ready,” Marines landed on 7 August 1942 
in the Solomon Islands. They persevered through months of unremitting deprivation and 
bitter combat. By the time the veterans of the Blue diamond, the cactus Air Force, our 
legendary Marine raiders, and initial elements of the follow-me Division gathered 
together to raise a canteen and toast the birthday of their beloved Corps some three 
months later, the battle was no longer an issue. The situation was well in hand … victory 
was assured.

We carry that same legacy of resolute commitment and valor today. Over the past year, 
Marines have stood firm in the toughest of circumstances and on numerous occasions. 
We’ve taken the fight to the enemy in Helmand and to the Horn of Africa, fought 
alongside our allies throughout the world, while behind the scenes, afloat and ashore, 
other Marines did the painstaking hard work required to maintain our high levels of 
readiness and efficiency.

As we look toward the future, we know that our sentimental place in the hearts of our 



fellow Americans and critical role in the defense of our way of life are assured. America 
has always wanted a Marine Corps … it’s always been that way. Now, more than ever, 
America needs its Marines as we confront a dangerous and unpredictable world. faced 
with difficult days ahead, we will continue to draw strength from our rich heritage and 
the shared values of the Marines to our left and to our right.  We know who we are … we 
know what we stand for.  As ever we will strive to be found worthy of the legendary trust 
of our fellow Americans.

I salute the enduring faithfulness of those who have gone before, of those who wear our 
cloth today, and of the families who stand so resolutely at our sides.  Happy Birthday, 
Marines!

Semper Fidelis,

James F. Amos
General, U.S. Marine Corps
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--

MCL National Commandant Birthday Message

As Marine Corps League members, families and friends gather to celebrate the 237th 
birthday of our Corps, let’s take a moment to raise our glasses in a toast to those brave 
men and women who have made the ultimate sacrifice, not only in this present war on 
terrorism, but in all conflicts that our Marines have fought in defending the ideals of 
American freedom. 

As we look back on our own time in the Corps, most of us can remember when and 
where we celebrated past birthdays. Whether it be on a Marine Corps base with all the 
pomp and circumstance, or on some lonely hill standing watch, Marines somehow always 
found a way to celebrate the birthday of our Corps. As we celebrate yet another birthday 
this year, our Marines and FMF Navy Corpsman in Afghanistan are still engaged in 
combat operations against enemy insurgents. Keep them in your thoughts and prayers that 
they return home safely to their families in time to celebrate the next birthday of the 
Corps. 

Happy 237th Birthday Marines, enjoy this day and the time celebrating with each other. 

Semper Fidelis, 
Jim Tuohy 
National Commandant 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--

The Marine Corps’ birthday cake-cutting ceremony 

The Marine Corps’ birthday cake-cutting ceremony is important to all Marines, as it is an 
annual renewal of each Marine’s commitment to the Corps . . . and the Corps’ 



commitment to our nations quest for peace and freedom worldwide. The birthday cake 
is traditionally cut with the Mameluke sword, as a reminder that we are a band of 
warriors, committed to carrying the sword, so that our nation may live in peace. The 
Mameluke sword gets its name from the cross hilt and ivory grip design, similar to 
swords used for centuries by Ottoman warriors. The Marine Corps tradition of carrying 
this sword dates from Lieutenant Presley O’Bannon’s assault of Derna, Tripoli, in 1805, 
where he is said to have won the sword of the governor of the city. This evening we will 
use the sword to cut the cake. 

Let’s have our guest of honor…………….  And the oldest and youngest Marines to come 
forward.

As is our custom, the first piece of cake will be presented to our guest of honor.
By tradition, the second piece of cake is presented to the oldest Marine present.
Ladies and Gentlemen . . . the oldest Marine present is _____,  was born in ____.
   
The third piece of cake is presented to the youngest Marine present.
Ladies and Gentlemen . . . the youngest Marine present is ______, was born in _____.

Now we will cut a piece for everyone.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--

Veterans Day: Discounts and Freebies

Each year businesses honor veterans and service members, as well as their families, with 
Veterans Day discounts on goods, services and dining.
Keep in mind that most businesses require proof of military service, which can include a 
VA Universal Access Card, Military I.D., DD-214 (Discharge Papers), Veterans Service 
Organization Card (VSOs include groups like the VFW, DAV, AmVets, MOAA, FRA, 
and the American Legion), or in some cases businesses will accept a picture of the 
veteran in uniform.
The following is a list of 2012 Veteran and military discounts, Buy One Get One (BOGO) 
offerings, and this year's offerings even include some honest-to-goodness free meals:
Note: Not all franchise locations participate in their national chain's Veterans Day 
programs -- be sure contact your nearest establishment to make sure they are 
participating.

Veterans Day Restaurant Offerings:
7-Eleven – Offers will be offering veterans and service members a free small slurpee on 
Sunday Nov. 11, 2012.
Applebee’s - All veterans and active duty military eat free from a limited menu at 
Applebee's on Veterans Day (Nov. 11).
BJ’s Restaurant and Brew House – On Monday, November 12, 2012 BJ's Restaurant & 
Brew House will offer veterans and service members will be able to get a free lunch 
entree or a one-topping mini or individual pizza. 
Chili's – Veterans and active duty dine for free from a special limited seven-item menu 

http://www.chilis.com/EN/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1442972
http://www.7-eleven.com/


from 11 a.m. – 5p.m. on Veterans Day.
Famous Dave's — Free or discounted meals on Veterans Day. Offer varies by location. 
Golden Corral – Golden Corral Restaurants' Military Appreciation Monday, free dinner 
will be available on Monday November 12, from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m. Military retirees, 
veterans, active duty, National Guard and Reserves are all welcome.
Hooters – All veterans and active duty get 10 free boneless wings with the purchase of a 
drink.
Krispy Kreme – All active-duty, retirees & veterans get a free doughnut and small coffee 
on Veterans Day. Be sure to call ahead to verify your local Krispy Kreme is participating.
Little Caesars Pizza – Little Caesars will honor members – past and present – of the 
armed forces on Monday Nov. 12, 2012, by providing veterans and active military 
members with a free Crazy Bread® with proof of military status or proof of service at 
participating stores nationwide.
Lone Star Steakhouse – On Monday, 11/12/2012, all veterans and active duty military 
will receive a FREE entrée from our Stars & Stripes Menu. See your local restaurant for 
details. Be sure to call ahead to verify local participation. Be sure to call ahead to verify 
local participation.
Max and Erma's – On Veterans Day, Sunday, November 11, participating Max & Erma's 
locations are saluting veterans and active military personnel with a free Best 
Cheeseburger in America Combo.
McCormick & Schmick's Seafood Restaurants – On November 13, participating 
McCormick & Schmick's Seafood Restaurants offer a complimentary entree to vets from 
a special menu on a space available basis, online reservations are highly recommended. 
Be sure to contact your local McCormick & Schmick's to ensure they are participating.
O'Charley's – O’Charley’s will thank veterans and active duty military personnel, 
celebrating their service, by providing them with a complimentary meal on Monday, 
November 12. With their military I.D. or other proof of service, servicemen and women 
will receive their choices of meal from the O’Charley’s “$9.99er” menu.
Outback Steakhouse – The week of November 11th-12th, Outback will be offering 
veterans and service members a Free Bloomin' Onion and Coca-Cola product (non-
alcoholic) beverage. In addition, Outback is offering all military service members and 
veterans who present a proper ID* or a photo in uniform, will receive a 10% discount off 
their entire guest check. 
Sizzler Steak House – Veterans and service members can get a free lunch on Monday 
Nov. 12, 2012 until 4:00pm. The limited menu includes 3 entrees – 6 oz. Steak, Malibu 
Chicken, or a Half Dozen Fried Shrimp. 
Subway Restaurants – For Veteran's Day, Subway will be offering free six-inch sub or 
flatbread to military veterans. Please call ahead to verify your local Subway franchise is 
participating.
T.G.I. Friday's – Veterans and service members can get a free lunch on Monday Nov. 12, 
2012. Contact your nearest location for more details on their Veterans Day offer.
The Olive Garden – Veterans and service members can get a free entrée choice from a 
special menu. The entrée choices include garlic bread sticks and choice of soup or salad. 
The offer is good on Sunday Nov. 11, 2012 at locations in both US and Canada.
Texas Roadhouse – Texas Roadhouse locations – nationwide – will offer veterans a free 
lunch on Monday Nov. 12, 2012. Choose from one of 10 free meals, plus sides and a 

http://www.texasroadhouse.com/locations
http://www.olivegarden.com/Olive-Garden-Locations/
http://www.tgifridays.com/home/welcome.aspx
http://www.subway.com/subwayroot/default.aspx
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1460412
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1442971
http://www.mccormickandschmicks.com/
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1462700
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1462723
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1462723
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1462723
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1465392
http://www.krispykreme.com/home
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1442973
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1442975
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1465225


drink. Offer good for ALL veterans – including all active, retired or former U.S. military.
UNO Chicago Grill – Veterans and active military members can get a free entrée or 
individual pizza with the purchase of an entrée or pizza of equal or greater value. This 
offer is good from Sunday, November 11 through Monday, November 12. Military ID or 
proof of service is required, but no coupon is needed.
Veterans Day Travel and Recreation:
Aqua Hotels & Resorts – 10% off for veterans.
Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort – Active and retired military receive special rates and 
discounts on golf and amenities from November 8 - 11, including resort hotel room 
discounts, discounts off golf packages, and discounts on beach and umbrella rentals.
Veterans Day Retailer Offerings:
AARP Driver Safety – Get a free AARP Driver Safety classroom course or 50 percent off 
an online course.
Home Depot – Offers a 10-percent discount to all Veterans during Veterans Day, 
Memorial Day and Independence Day. Home Depot offers the 10 percent discount year 
round to for active duty and retirees.
Lowe's – All veterans receive the 10-percent discount on Veteran's Day, Memorial Day 
and the Fourth of July. The offer is available in stores only and is limited to in-stock and 
special-order purchases of up to $5,000.
Steve Madden - The shoe seller is doubling its everyday military discount for service 
members on Veterans Day, for a total 30 percent off all regular-priced merchandise. Bring 
a form of military identification (past or present) to a Steve Madden store.
Other Freebies:
National Parks – Veterans Day weekend (November 10-12) Veterans will be invited to 
visit over 100 National Parks for free. 
Year-Round Veterans Discounts:
Foot Locker – Veterans, service members (Active, Guard, and Reserve), and their 
immediate families with a Foot Locker Veterans Advantage Card receive a 20-percent 
discount every day of the year. That offer is good both online and at any store location, 
including Foot Locker, Lady Foot Locker, Kids Foot Locker, Footaction and Champs 
Sports — even on sale items.
Home Depot – Offers a 10-percent discount (up to a $500 maximum) to all active 
military, reserve, retired or disabled veterans and their family members with a valid 
military ID. All other veterans qualify for a 10-percent discount during Veterans Day, 
Memorial Day and Independence Day.
Lowe's – Lowe's offers a year-round 10-percent discount offer for all active duty, 
National Guard and Reserve, retirees and disabled service members and their immediate 
families. All other veterans receive the 10-percent discount on Veteran's Day, Memorial 
Day and the Fourth of July. The discount is available on in-stock and special-order 
purchases of up to $5,000. The offer can't be used on sales at Lowes.com, on previous 
sales or on sales of services or gift cards. You must present a valid military I.D. card to 
receive the discount.

MCL National Director of Veterans Service Memorandum
Every Detachment Paymaster in the Mideast Division received a memorandum from 

http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/955915
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1387227
https://www.veteransadvantage.com/alt/Register.jsp?partner=footlocker
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/feefreeparks.htm
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1464823
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/955915
http://www.homedepot.com/
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1465090
http://www.sandestin.com/
http://www.military.com/discounts/deal-details/1443952
http://uno.know-where.com/pizzeria/


Timothy Frank, MCL National Director of Veterans Service, along with their June 30, 
2012 member roster.  This memorandum required all detachments to submit to her the 
name of their respective Detachment Service Officers on this form mailed to them. This 
was not asking for the name of your VAVS officer. She also mentioned that she would be 
offering service officer training at this year’s National Convention in Mobile. She 
encouraged anyone interested in becoming a service officer to attend one of her 90-
minute sessions to be held on August 13 and 14. She requested that all detachments 
submit the name of their Service Officer immediately upon receipt of the memorandum.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--

Detachment Membership Roster Dated 09/30/2012
Every Detachment Paymaster received his Detachment’s membership roster from 
National Headquarters as of 09/30/2012. On this roster is listed all the unpaid and paid 
members as well as PLM (Paid Life Members). This information should be shared with 
the Detachment Commandant and Detachment Jr. Vice Commandant. Focus should be 
placed on the unpaid members to encourage them to pay their annual dues. Personal 
contact to each of these unpaid members should be via phone call, personal visit or letter 
so the Detachment can keep its membership status current and should always try to 
increase membership. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--

Detachment Web Site or Locator Page
National Headquarters is tasking every Detachment in the Marine Corps League to focus 
on its Detachment web page or locator page. Many Detachments have not updated their 
locator page with current officers and mailing addresses. Some Detachments do not have 
a locator page and they are tasked to go to the MCL National web page under the 
Professional Development Program, duties of appointed officers and look up the Web 
Sgt. Specific information is listed on how to gear up your Detachment page. In addition,  
the Commandant of each Detachment can send a request for the Department Web 
Sergeant to become their Detachment Web Sgt in certain situations. This is good for the 
Department as a whole and ensures every detachment is on line as per National 
Headquarters CTO Richard Blum. If your detachment has not set up or updated their 
locator page, this is mandatory as per National HQ and will be addressed at the next 
Department Quarterly meeting.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--

Detachment Fund Raising
If a Detachment collects any funds specifically for a charity or any event where the 
activity is announced to the public, all funds minus expenses must be given to that 
respective charity or other activity. These funds cannot be kept in your detachment 
general funds for operating expenses or any other purpose. If these funds are used for any 
purpose other than a charity or purpose as collected, this can cause your detachment to 
lose its non profit status and is a violation of the WV corporate law. Ensure any funds 
collected for charity or other purpose are disbursed properly.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--



Bylaw Change Approved on Reinstatement Fees
In a letter dated September 30, 2012 National Adjutant/Paymaster Meg Thoburn said at 
the National Convention in Mobile, Ala., the floor voted to pass Bylaw Change No. 8.

According to the change, should a member remain in delinquent status in excess of one 
year, such member shall be dropped from all membership rolls. The member may be 
restored to “good-standing” status through the processing of a standard application form 
as a new reinstated member and forward the applicable renewal fee as currently 
established. Initiation fees will be waived. A member who is delinquent and wishes to 
retain the “continued membership status” shall do so by submitting the standard 
application form which shall be accompanied by ALL past dues which have accumulated 
during the entire period of the applicant’s delinquent status.

Due to this change the $5 reinstatement fee is no longer required on a delinquent member. 
If the member has been out for more than one year, he/she may either pay the current 
renewal fee of $18, or if he/she wants continuous membership the member must pay the 
current renewal fee of $18 multiplied by the number of years the member has been 
delinquent.

The Maps 1 program has been in effect for some time. This change will eliminate the 
requirement for submission of the reinstatement fees as a new member since the member 
should have received the membership pin already. Furthermore, this will reduce the 
workload at National Headquarters in the processing of the application and subsequent 
reimbursement to the detachment of the initiation.

HONORING THEIR OWN -- Members of the Department of West Virginia and Department of Maryland 
joined with MCL member and Medal of Honor recipient Hershel “Woody” Williams, seated, third from 
right, during a ceremony Oct. 18 to dedicate the Hershel “Woody” Williams Armed Forces Reserve Center 
in Fairmont, WV.



CELEBRATING VETERANS WEEK -- Members of Wood County Det. 1087 were among veterans’ 
organizations participating in Veterans Week 2012 at West Virginia University, Parkersburg. The week was 
designed to celebrate and support members of the Armed Forces, veterans and their families. Standing, 
from left, are Jr. Vice Ed Westfall, Jack Martin, Commandant Mike McLain, Richard Maxwell, Sgt.-at-
Arms Gary Matlack, Mike Francis, Adjutant Jim Furr, Jim Linger, Butch Massey; kneeling from left are 
Greg Mitchell, Judge Advocate Rich Sneigle and Sr. Vice Bud Williams. 

RECEIVING AWARD --Lawrence Jeffers, center, a World War II Army soldier, received the French 
Legion of Honor medal on Oct. 13. Jeffers parachuted into France on D-Day, 6 June 1944, and also fought 
in the Korean War. Jeffers also has a Silver Star, two Bronze Stars and two Purple Hearts. Wood County 
Det. 1087 members participating in the presentation include, from left, Sgt.-at-Arms Gary Matlack, 
Commandant Mike McLain, Jr. Vice Commandant Ed Westfall, Adjutant Jim Furr, Mike Francis and Jim 
Linger.

Calendar of Events
Department Staff Officers meeting 10 a.m. Nov 17, 2012, in the conference room of the 
WV State Veterans Nursing Facility at VA Medical Center Clarksburg, WV.

Department of WV, MCL Quarterly Meeting 10 a.m. Jan 12, 2013, in the conference 
room of the WV State Veterans Nursing Facility at VA Medical Center Clarksburg, WV.
Staff officers will meet at 0930. Pack Growl will immediately follow meeting.



2013 Midwinter National Staff Conference will be Feb 7-9, 2013, at Fairview Park 
Marriott in Falls Church, VA. Tel: 1-703-849-9400 or toll free 1-800-246-8357. Advance 
payment room rate, which is non-refundable and does not include breakfast, is $89.00 
plus tax.

2013 Marine South will be April 10 -11, 2013 at MCB Camp Lejeune, NC.

2013 Department of Delaware Convention will be April 27, 2013, at VFW Post 4961, 
Seaford, Delaware.  

2013 Department of MD Convention will be April 2013 at Princess Royale Hotel, Ocean 
City, MD. For more information contact Convention Chairman Blair Stuart at 410-665-
6440.

2013 Department Convention will be May 3-4, 2013 at Pullman Plaza in Huntington, 
WV, hosted by Huntington Detachment 340.

2013 Department of VA Convention will be May 2013 in Va Beach, VA.

2013 Department of NC Convention will be May 31-June 2, 2013, hosted by Tri-County 
Det 1262 in Rocky Mt, NC.

2013 Mideast Division, Marine Corps League Annual Convention will be held June 28-
30, 2013, in Hagerstown, MD.

2013 MCL National Convention will be August 4-9, 2013, at Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, 
187 Monroe Ave. NW in Grand Rapids, MI. Reservations: 1-800-253-3590. Rooms $110 
plus 14% tax per night, includes free hot breakfast, self parking and Internet in guest 
room.


